[Bronchial obstruction by an aberrant left pulmonary artery misdiagnosed as asthma in a 7 year old child].
Wheezing is common symptom in infants and is usually due to asthma. However an alternative diagnosis should be sought if there is no reversibility to B2-agonist. This case report describes a 7 years old child who had been treated for poorly controlled asthma for several years. The absence of B2-agonist reversibility, indirect signs of thoracic straining on spirometry and evidence of right heart decompensation raised doubts about the diagnosis. CT angiography demonstrated a pulmonary artery malformation. Formal pulmonary angiography confirmed the diagnosis of pulmonary artery sling. This malformation had been causing intermittent bronchial compression and the symptoms resolved after surgical intervention. Wheezing symptoms over two Years in a child, misdiagnosed as asthma, is an unusual presentation of this pulmonary vascular anomaly.